
Mark 10:17-22 

17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt 
before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I 
may inherit eternal life?” 

18 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No 
one is good but One, that is, God.19 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do 
not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor 
your father and your mother.’”  

20 And he answered and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I 
have kept from my youth.” 
21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One 
thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take 
up the cross, and follow Me.” 
22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. 

 

1. Jesus refocuses our vision on marriage & divorce 

2. He takes children in His arms and instructs us 

a. Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 

little child will by no means enter it. 

 

3. Today's passage is on the rich young ruler 

 

I. Conscience 

II. Commandments 

III. Cross 

 

I. Conscience 

 



 

1. Now He's on the road and a young man runs and kneels 

before Him 

a. "Good teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit 

eternal life?" 

 

2. Matthew tells us he was young, Mark tells us he's rich, 

Luke tells us he's a ruler (Courson) 

 

3. Throughout history, people have sought after youth, 

wealth, and power  

 

a. The fountain of youth, plastic surgery, 50 is the new 

40… 

b. Wanting more money is on most people's minds 

c. Looking to rule with some type of authority 

i. These are typical desires of the natural man 

 

 

4. Although he had wealth, youth and authority, something 

was wrong 

a. Having money, energy and power didn’t seem to be 

all there is 

 

b. Despite the Jewish upbringing and following the law 

of Moses, something was missing 

i. An obvious void was there that he couldn’t fill 

 

5. The same is true with the wealthy and powerful today 

a. They're still looking for something to fill that void 

 

 



6. One of God's greatest gifts to mankind is our conscience 

a. It's designed to sound like an alarm to let us know 

something is wrong 

i. Weather we’ve wronged others like Joseph's 

brothers 

ii. Or you are disconnected from God 

1. Your conscience is telling you something 

a. You cannot ignore it and live in peace 

 

7. A man consulted a doctor, "I've been misbehaving, Doc, 

and my conscience is troubling me," he complained. "And 

you want something that will strengthen your willpower?" 

asked the doctor. "Well, no," said the fellow. "I was 

thinking of something that would weaken my 

conscience."  

 

8. This young listened to his conscience 

a. He took a good first step 

i. He went to Jesus 

 

 

9. Why do you call me good? 

 

a. The title "good" was never applied to Rabbis in Jesus' 

day because it implied sinlessness, a complete 

goodness… 

i. The only place in Jewish writings where 

someone as addressed as being good was 

attributed to God (Guzik) 

ii. Psalm 86:5 For You, Lord, are good, and ready 

to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those 

who call upon You. 



iii. Psalm 119:68 You are good, and do good; 

Teach me Your statutes. 

 

10. Here Jesus leads him down a path to make him think 

 

a. Calling Jesus good when only God is good means 

that Jesus is not an ordinary Rabi 

 

i. He's more than the carpenter from Nazareth 

ii. The great "I AM" that spoke with Moses is right 

there 

 

b. Everyone knew there was something unique about 

Jesus 

i. When He speaks, there is truth, power, 

authority, confidence 

1. People recognize the truth 

a. It brings you freedom 

i. It brings you rest 

 

 

11. What (good thing) shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

a. It's unusual for young people to think about eternity 

i. He seemed to have his priorities straight 

1. He's humble 

2. He's honest with himself & his conscience 

3. He knows where to go for truth 

 

b. However, the young man's focus was on 

earning/deserving eternal life 

 

c. He feels the need to "do" something 

 



i. That still plagues us today 

1. We want to earn heaven 

2. Earn God's love / acceptance 

 

d. God's love is to be received by faith, it is Grace 

 

e. When Billy Graham was driving through a small 

southern town, he was stopped by a policeman and 

charged with speeding. Graham admitted his quilt, 

but was told by the officer that he would have to 

appear in court. 

The judge asked, "Guilty, or not guilty?" When 

Graham pleaded guilty, the judge replied, "That'll be 

ten dollars -- a dollar for every mile you went over 

the limit." 

Suddenly the judge recognized the famous minister. 

"You have violated the law," he said. "The fine must 

be paid--but I am going to pay it for you." He took a 

ten dollar bill from his own wallet, attached it to the 

ticket, and then took Graham out and bought him a 

steak dinner! "That," said Billy Graham, "is how God 

treats repentant sinners!" 

 

 

f. We cannot earn anything 

i. We believe by faith 

ii. We receive by faith 

iii. We live by faith 

1. The best way to arrive at faith is through 

the commandments 

 

II. Commandments 



 

1. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ 

‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false 

witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your 

mother.’” 

 

2. Jesus lists 5 of the 10 commandments 

 

3. An honest look at the law will make everyone cry out for 

mercy 

 

4. There is a reason why the law came before grace 

 

a. It reveals my weakness and need for God 

b. That's the way it was designed 

 

5. So we stand before this list and ask ourselves 

 

a. Have I ever had any other God's before the Lord? 

b. Have I ever had any idols? 

c. Have I ever taken the name of the LORD in vain? 

d. Have I kept the Sabbath day in rest? 

e. Have I always honored my father and your mother? 

f. Have I ever murdered / hated someone? 

g. Have I ever committed adultery? 

h. Have I ever stolen anything? 

i. Have I ever told a lie? 

j. Have I ever coveted anything? 

 

6. Notice Jesus didn't say,  

a. "So you want eternal life", "That's great, just say this 

simple prayer and repeat after me" 



b. Or, be more diligent in service to others 

c. Or, just do the best you can and hope it works out 

 

7. No, if you want eternal life, look at God's perfect law 

 

a. Psalm 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 

converting the soul; The testimony of 

the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 

 

 

b. Rom 7:9 I was alive once without the law, but when 

the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 

 

c. Rom 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but 

I am carnal, sold under sin 

 

8. Breaking 1 law means I'm guilty before a Holy God 

 

9. This is where we need to begin for salvation 

 

a. Not "come to Jesus, He'll make your life better" 

 

b. Rather, you are guilty before God 

 

i. return and repent of your sins and God has 

forgiveness ready for you 

 

 

10. Samuel Bolton said, "When you see that men have been 

wounded by the law, then it is time to pour in the gospel 

oil." He said it is the needle of the law that pulls through 

the scarlet thread of the gospel. So you've got to wound 

them before you can sew them up 



 

11. The young man doesn't get it 

 

a. He interrupts Jesus and say's, I've kept all of these, 

what do I still lack? 

 

b. Jesus looked at him and loved him 

 

c. The look of the Loving Creator of the work of His 

hands. 

 

d. He saw that he was 

 

i. In the right posture 

ii. Answering the call of the conscience 

iii. Asking the right person about eternity 

 

e. This man teaches us about a great beginning 

 

 

III. Cross 

 

1. God's unconditional Agape Love is there 

a. A love that no one deserves 

b. But all can enjoy freely 

 

i. It's the kind of love that say's I care for you 

beyond your imagination 

ii. I love you with an everlasting love 

 

1. Do you love me? 

2. Do you really want me? 

 



a. Eternal life is wrapped up in a person, 

not a religion 

 

3. I know if you really want me or not 

 

4. But the following test is for you to know  

 

 

2. “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have 

and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” 

 

3. Here, Jesus uses the surgeon's scalpel on the young man 

 

4. If you want to have eternal life, it's going to cost you 

everything 

 

a. Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the 

poor… 

 

b. It's not that your relying on your youth or your 

power, but you're relying heavily on your money 

 

5. Jesus isn't saying that believers cannot have wealth 

 

c. But once the wealth has a grip on your life and it 

becomes your identity, then it becomes an obstacle 

 

i. You become guilty of having other God's before 

the Lord 

ii. Guilty of worshiping idols 

iii. Guilty of coveting 

 



 

d. You cannot serve both God and money 

 

i. You'll love one and hate the other 

 

6. We know this because He says 

e. Your have treasure in heaven 

 

f. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also 

 

7. Jesus may be saying something to you today about 

g. This same issue of money that is so subtle 

h. A relationship that needs to end 

i. A hobby that takes up your time 

j. A career that you chase for selfish reasons 

i. Whatever it is, you need to make a decision 

 

8. Go sell what you have and give it to the poor 

 

a. Does God really want me to give everything away? 

 

9. A certain slave who was a believer had an unbelieving 

master who said to him, "Ah, how can I have what you 

have?" And he said, "Put on your white suit, come down 

here and work in the mud with us slaves." He said, "I'll 

never do it." He said, "Why do I have to do that to be a 

Christian." He said, "I'm just telling you, you have to do 

it." And he said, "I'll never do it." 

Came back later and said the same thing to him. He gave 

him the same answer. Three times...the fourth time, the 

guy came back and said, "I'm willing to do it cause I want 

what you have." He says, "You don't have to do it. You 

just have to be willing to do it." (MacArthur) 



 

 

10. God just doesn't want the stuff to have us 

 

11. It doesn’t stop there 

a. Take up your cross and follow me 

ii. Wait please Jesus, this is a great prospect for 

you 

1. He must have wealthy friends and could be 

useful 

a. Please don't mention carrying crosses 

now… 

 

12. If you want to follow me, you need to deny yourself, take 

up your cross and follow me 

a. I'm going the way of death and self denial 

iii. Those who follow me must do the same 

 

 

b. Perhaps he looked and saw Peter, Andrew, Matthew, 

James, John who left everything and followed Jesus 

 

13. “I didn’t come for you to take things away, only to add to 

me” 

a. The moment you take something from me, all bets 

are off 

b. I don't want you to put your finger inside and point 

at anything wrong, just bless me, give me, add to 

me... But I'm still in control and Lord of my own life 

 

14. The Cross is part of the package 

a. The blessing of God and the sufferings of Jesus 

go hand in hand 



i. I cannot have one without the other 

1. It’s a package deal 

 

b. We understand this in marriage, you take the whole 

package 

i. You don't get to choose what to leave out in a 

marriage 

1. I'll have some of the love and affection 

2. I'll ignore the raising of the kids (too much 

for me) 

a. No, it's an entire package 

 

15. One of the things we miss about the Cross is that Jesus 

took all of the pain (including the selfishness & pride) 

a. My role is simply to believe that He took it all on 

Himself 

b. Live as though I'm crucified with Him 

i. No longer with "my rights" or "my comfort" 

 

16. He went away sorrowful 

a. This young man wanted eternal life but on his own 

terms 

 

b. You either take Jesus completely, or you don't take 

Him at all 

 

c. The beautiful thing is that Jesus didn't stop and 

never stops loving those who walk away 

 

i. His love is constant 

1. His way is right 

a. Give Him everything today 

 



 

 


