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1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that 

exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels 

against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 

those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold 

no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you 

want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 

right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not 

bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of 

wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is 

necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 

punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 6 This is also why you 

pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full 

time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe 

taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if 

honor, then honor.



Deuteronomy 17:14-15
When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving 

you and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 

and you say, “Let us set a king over us like all the 

nations around us,” 15 be sure to appoint over you a 

king the Lord your God chooses. He must be from 

among your fellow Israelites. Do not place a foreigner 

over you, one who is not an Israelite. 



John 19:11
You would have no power over Me if it were not given 

to you from above



Daniel 4:32
…The Most High rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to 

whomever He chooses

Exodus 9:16
For this very purpose I have raised you up



Genesis 9:5-6
Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; 

from the hand of every beast I will require it, and 

from the hand of man. From the hand of every man's 

brother I will require the life of man. Whoever sheds 

man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in 

the image of God He made man.



1 Peter 2:13-15
Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for 

the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to 

governors, as to those who are sent by him for the 

punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do 

good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you 

may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men



1 Timothy 2:1-2
Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for 

kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.



"We pray for life prolonged; for security to the 
empire; for protection to the imperial house; 
for brave armies, a faithful senate, a virtuous 

people, the world at rest, whatever, as man or 
Caesar, an emperor would wish“

Tertullian



Exodus 1:17
But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of 

Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive

Daniel 1:8
Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself 

with the portion of the king’s delicacies



Daniel 3:16-18
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King 

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before 

you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing 

furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and 

He will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if 

He does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we 

will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 

have set up.



Daniel 6:10
Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 

home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward 

Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, 

and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his 

custom since early days.



Acts 5:29
We must obey God rather than men
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