One Table: The Call to Undivided Loyalty

1 Corinthians 10:14-22



1 Corinthians 10:14-22

14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 131 speak to sensible
people; judge for yourselves what I say. 10 Is not the cup of
thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of
Christ? And 1s not the bread that we break a participation in the body of
Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one

body, for we all share the one loaf.

13 Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the

sacrifices participate in the altar? 1° Do I mean then that food sacrificed
to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? %% No, but the
sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not
want you to be participants with demons. %! You cannot drink the cup
of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both
the Lord’s table and the table of demons. 22 Are we trying to arouse the
Lord’s jealousy? Are we stronger than He?



GOD ALWAYS PROVIDES A
WAY OUT

THE PROMISE

No matter what temptation
comes, God is faithful. He
always provides a way through.

HE THREE PATHS

. The strength to endure.
. The warning you remember.
. The command to RUN.
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THE GONTRAGT  THE GOVENANT

“I'll do my part as long “I am giving myself to you
as you do yours.” without conditions.”

Nature: BRI = ilels1E Nature: NaGIEH]EIR

Conditional. Rule: otal Belonging.




THE COMMAND IS GROUNDED IN LOVE

THE POSTURE THE REASON

My dear friends (agapétoi), flee Idolatry and sexual immorality both

from idolatry. promise freedom while quietly
taking control.

The wise believer doesn't ask, "How close can | get?" They look for the nearest exit.




WHAT IS AN IDOL?
{

What is an idol? It is anything more important to you than
God, anything that absorbs your heart and imagination more
than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can
give you.

An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of
hearts, ‘If I have that, then I'll feel my life has meaning, then
I'll know I have value, then I'll feel significant and secure.’

— Timothy Keller



THE SHAPE CHANGES, THE COMPETITION DOES NOT

Then: The temple was the center of commerce
and patronage. Saying “no” to the idol meant
~ losing your income and social standing.

1 &5 [ THE SHARED THREAT

Both demand your ultimate
allegiance in exchange for
opportunity and belonging.
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Now: The idol sits in a corner office or
behind a glowmg screen. « &
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Not just casual fellowship.

Binding participation. What
belongs to one affects the other.




YOU GANNOT,

You cannot drink the cup of the Lord
and the cup of demons too.
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— 1 Corinthians 10:21



Insecure - Controlling Perfect « Protective
Demanding Shielding

(Jealous OF you) (Jealous OVER you)




What am | depending on to do for
me what only God can do?

When | am anxious or discouraged,
where does my heart run?

What does fleeing look like for me today?



Reserved For You

God calls His wandering
people back.

His body was torn for you.

His blood was poured out
for you.

The price is paid in full.

Your place at the table
IS reserved.
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