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Discerning the



1 Corinthians 12:1-3

! Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, | do not
want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were
pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to
mute idols. 3 Therefore | want you to know that no one who is
speaking by the Spirit of God says, 'Jesus be cursed,' and no one
can say, 'Jesus is Lord,' except by the Holy Spirit."






What kind of person
does the Spirit produce?

Spiritual maturity is not measured by what you can do, but
by Who you yield to



gsierse 1\ Verse 2 © Verse3
Opens Our Breaks Our Changes
Eyes Chains Allegiance
Blindness = \ Carried Away - False Idols =
Sight \. SetFree

Jesus is Lord

—— A4S

The unmistakable work of the Holy Spirit is
making Jesus greater in our hearts and lives.




The Illusion of Freedom (Verse 2)

B The Pull: Emotional
' frenzy designed to bypass
human reasoning.

The Destination: Carried
captive to mute idols.

D The Drift: "Some
- other you w
and led astray..."

Before knowing Jesus, your spiritual life wasn’t freedom. You thought you were choosing, but
you were being carried captive by real spiritual forces. Don’t confuse intensity with truth.

- e



The Anatomy of an Idol

Desire:

We crave money for
“security, success for worth,
or comfort for peace.

/\\

/ The Mute Idol
(Wood or Stone)

Half he burns to cook his food,
half he bows down to and prays
"save me." (Isaiah 44)

Captivity:
We become slaves to the

very things we created
to serve us.

Projection:

The idol never speaks; our
own deceptive heart supplies
the voice and the promises.

Idols don’t speak. Our hearts do all the talking.



The Ultimate Id

“Jesus be cursed” (Anathema)

Origin
Carried away by emotion without
thinking, or relying on human logic
(e.g., Deut 21:23 cursed is anyone hung on a tree)

Corinthians 12:3)

Origin
Only possible by the Holy Spirit

-
Meaning
Devoted to destruction; rejecting Christ

e
Meaning
A claim that Jesus is the Boss of your
money, relationships, and future.

*

The Rule
The Spirit and Jesus are on the same team.
The Spirit will never contradict the Savior.

The Rule
True spirituality is measured by how much
your life points to the Lordship of Jesus
(e.g., Peter in Acts 4:12).




The Miracl ibmission

The Supernatural Shift
“Joyfully dethroning self to
)Wn Jesus as Lord.

The Autonomy Reflex

We are born wanting to be
our own gods.

We inherently do not want a

The person who quietly serves and
Boss over our lives.

obeys Jesus without outward

demonstration is just as Spirit-filled
as the person doing something

spectacular.




The Diagnostic

i
Question: What am | using
to measure spirituality?

Test: Does this experience
leave me impressed with a
personality/feeling,

or does it make Jesus
more precious to me?




The Diagnostic

asurement
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Question: What am | using
to measure spirituality?

Test: Does this experience
leave me impressed with a
personality/feeling,

or does it make Jesus
more precious to me?

Question: What current is
carrying me?

Test: What voices, media,
fears, or ambitions are
pulling on my heart? If
they carry you away from
Jesus, stop the drift.




The Diagnostic

The Measurement
Question: What am | using
to measure spirituality?

Test: Does this experience
leave me impressed with a
personality/feeling,

or does it make Jesus
more precious to me?

Question: What current is
carrying me?

Test: What voices, media,
fears, or ambitions are
pulling on my heart? If
they carry you away from
Jesus, stop the drift.

The Throne
Question: Who is really
Lord?

Test: Is Jesus the boss of
my schedule,
relationships, and
finances, or is my old
nature leading the way?
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